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Environmental Procedures for CDBG Program 
 
The purpose of this section is to explain the procedure for the environmental review process and 
to provide the sub-recipients with the applicable laws and the basic requirements of the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) and other statutes, Executive Orders, and Federal 
regulations.  [Section 104(g)(24 CFR Part 58.4)]. 

   
  HUD Laws & Authorities And The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 

  
In general, the State of Mississippi will be the responsible entity for environmental review, 
decision-making and other actions that would otherwise be the responsibility of HUD (see 24 CFR 
58.4).  A unit of local government that has the required technical and administrative capability 
may serve as the responsible entity in environmental review, but the State must provide oversight 
to ensure that the review is done properly (see 24 CFR 58.4, 58.12, and 58.11(c)). 
 
The State's principal environmental management and oversight responsibilities are to do as 
follows: 
 

• Provide sub-recipients with environmental guidance in designing their projects; 
• Monitor sub-recipients' compliance with Federal environmental review requirements; 
• Conduct the release of funds and certification process; 
• Enforce limitations on the use of CDBG funds, and commitment of local funds by sub-                     
  recipients prior to approval of environmental certification and release of funds; and, 
•     Oversee sub-recipients' compliance with NEPA requirements during implementation       

   of their projects. 
 

The sub-recipients are responsible for performing an environmental review, modifying their 
projects as necessary to minimize impact on of the environment, and making decisions in 
compliance with NEPA and related laws and authorities.  Please note that environmental 
review must be based on the most up-to-date information available. 
 
Elements of Environmental Review 
Environmental review includes the following basic steps: 
 

• Description of the proposed project and existing conditions on and around the proposed  
 project site 

• Assessment of direct and indirect impacts 
• Evaluation of alternatives to the proposed project, including alternative sites and  

 alternative designs 
• Identification of mitigation measures to reduce adverse impacts, including impacts        

 during construction 
  

 In HUD environmental review under 24 CFR Part 58, project impacts may be assessed for three     
 groups of parameters, depending on the level of environmental review: 
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1. The parameters covered by the laws and other authorities listed in 24 CFR 58.5 
 

• Historic Properties 
• Floodplain Management 
• Wetlands Protection 
• Coastal Zone 
• Aquifers 
• Endangered Species 
• Wild And Scenic Rivers 
• Air Quality 
• Farmlands 
• Noise Environment 
• Hazardous Materials 
• Hazardous Operations 
• Aircraft-Related Risk 
• Environmental Justice 

 
2. The parameters covered by the laws and others authorities listed in 24 CFR 58.6 

 
• Flood Insurance 
• Coastal Barrier Resources 
• Runway Clear Zones/Protection Zones 

 
3. Additional Parameters in HUD’s Environmental Assessment Checklist 

 
• Conformance with Comprehensive Plans and Zoning 
• Compatibility and Urban Impact 
• Slope, Erosion, and Soil Suitability 
• Hazards and Nuisances 
• Energy Consumption 
• Noise Impact 
• Air Quality 
• Environmental Design/Visual Quality 
• Demographic Character Changes, Displacement and Employment and Income Patterns 
• Educational, Commercial, and Health Care Facilities 
• Social Services 
• Solid Waste, Wastewater, Stormwater and Water Supply 
• Public Safety 
• Open Space and Recreation 
• Transportation 
• Water Resources and Surface Water 
• Unique Natural Features, Agricultural Land, Vegetation and Wildlife 
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All NEPA environmental review and assesses the potential impacts of the proposed project on the 
environment.  A distinguishing characteristic of HUD environmental review is that it also focuses 
on what prospective residents of the project will experience. 
 
Levels of Environmental Review 
Project environmental review will be conducted at one of the following levels, depending on the 
nature of the proposed project: 
 

• Exempt (see 24 CFR 58.34) 
• Categorically Excluded but subject to 24 CFR 58.6 (see 24 CFR 58.35(b)) 
• Categorically Excluded but subject to 24 CFR 58.5 and 58.6 (see 24 CFR 58.35(a)) 
• Environmental Assessment (see 24 CFR 58.36 and 58.40) 
• Environmental Impact Statement (see 24 CFR 58.37) 

 
**The Mississippi Development Authority (MDA) Disaster Recovery Staff will pre-monitor every 

proposed project to determine the required level of environmental review** 
 

Sub-recipients must provide enough information about each proposed project to allow MDA to 
determine the required level of environmental review.  This includes exempt projects. 
 
Exempt projects do not require additional environmental review. 
 
Categorically excluded projects not subject to 24 CFR 58.5 require consideration of the 
parameters covered by the laws and other authorities listed in 24 CFR 58.6 (see parameter group 2 
above). 
 
Categorically excluded projects subject to 24 CFR 58.5 require consideration of the parameters 
covered by the laws and other authorities listed in 24 CFR 58.5 and 58.6 (see parameter groups 1 
and 2 above).  Consideration of the 24 CFR 58.5 parameters is done using HUD’s Statutory 
Worksheet.  Note that HUD also requires consideration of 24 CFR 58.6 parameters, which are not 
included in the Statutory Worksheet, and identification of mitigation measures, for which no 
section is provided in the Statutory Worksheet.  The required material must be added to the 
environmental review document. 
 
Categorically excluded projects do not require a general NEPA alternatives analysis, but may 
require analysis of alternatives under the statues and authorities listed in 24 CFR 58.5.  The most 
common alternatives analysis for categorically excluded projects are those required for many 
projects in the floodplain and for projects that affect wetlands. 
 
Categorically excluded projects do not require a general NEPA alternatives analysis, but may 
require analysis of alternatives under the statues and authorities listed in 24 CFR 58.5. The most 
common alternatives analyses for categorically excluded projects are those required for many 
projects in the floodplain and for projects that affect wetlands. 
 
Categorically excluded projects that raise no environmental issues and require no mitigation may 
“convert to exempt,” which means it is not necessary to publish a Notice of Intent to Request 
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Release of Funds or to obtain Authority to Use Grant Funds. 
 
For projects that require an environmental assessment, the environmental review must include 
consideration of all three groups of parameters listed above.  This is done using HUD’s 
Environmental Assessment format, often referred to as “Format II”.  Environmental assessments 
must also include an alternatives analysis and identification of mitigation measures. 
 
Environmental assessments result in either a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) or 
Finding or Significant Impact (FOSI). 
 
Environmental impact statements are not typically required for housing projects, and are generally 
not prepared until an environmental assessment has resulted in a FOSI. 
 
Environmental assessments result in either a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) or 
Finding of Significant Impact (FOSI) 

 
Environmental Review Record 
For every project, the sub-recipient must maintain an Environmental Review Record (ERR) that 
includes the following: 
 

• A description of the project and its activities, 
• All environmental reviews, including their findings and documentation, 
• All public notices (if applicable), 
• All written determinations, and 
• MDA’s approval of the Request for the Release of Funds and Certification (if 

applicable) 
 

 
The sub-recipient must provide the ERR to MDA Disaster Recovery Staff for review and 
comment prior to the ERR being made available for public review and prior to the publication of 
the Notice of Intent to Release Request of Funds (NOI/RROF) & FONSI. Mississippi 
Development Authority (MDA) Disaster Recovery staff will review the ERR and notify sub-
recipients of any changes that need to be made.  All issues raised by MDA must be resolved to 
MDA’s satisfaction prior to the ERR being made available for public review and prior to the 
publication of the NOI/RROF and FONSI. 
 
For projects consisting solely of exempt activities (24 CFR Part 58.34) the sub-recipients' ERR 
must include the following: 
 

• Written documentation, signed by the certifying officer, that the project qualifies for 
exemption and an explanation of the determination. 

 
For projects consisting of categorically excluded activities, the sub-recipients’ ERR must 
include the following: 
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1. Written documentation, signed by the certifying officer, that project activities meet the 
requirements for categorical exclusion from preparation of an environmental 
assessment. 

 
2. Evidence that sub-recipient communicated and consulted with concerned Federal and 

State agencies and Indian tribes early in the environmental review process (24 CFR Part 
58.14);   

 
  3. Written documentation of compliance with environmental requirements of other 

applicable related laws and authorities (24 CFR part 58.5 and/or 58.6), detailing 
completion of required procedures and actions. 

 
  4. Record of comments regarding the NOI/RROF and report of how comments were 

addressed (24 CFR Part 58.70) 
 

 
For all other projects not categorically excluded and/or exempt, the sub-recipients' ERR must 
document the Environmental Assessment (EA) process, which includes the following: 

 
1. Evidence that sub-recipient communicated and consulted with concerned Federal and 
        State agencies and Indian tribes early in the EA process (24 CFR Part 58.14);  

 
2. Evidence that sub-recipient completed any actions required by other applicable laws 

  and authorities (24 CFR Part 58.5 and 58.6). 
 

3. Evidence that the EA has been completed using Format II. 
 

4. Evidence that all notices were published at least once, in a newspaper of general  
  circulation (for exceptions, see 24 CFR Part 58.43). 
 

5. Evidence that a 15 day comment period was provided at the local level for all 
  FONSI Notices, including the following: 

 
- Record of comments received; 
- Report of how comments were addressed (24 CFR Parts 58.44 and 58.45); and 
-   Record of any determination extending comment period or providing for a 30-day 

  FONSI Notice Comment period rather than the standard 15 days (24 CFR 58.46.) 
 
6. If separate notices for the FONSI and the NOI/RROF are issued, records should include 

 evidence that seven (7) calendar days elapsed between publication and the end of the 
 comment period provided for the NOI/RROF before the RROF was submitted to the 
 State, including a record of the following: 

 
- All comments received (24 CFR Part 58.70);  
- Measures taken to address comments, if applicable; 
- Evidence that the RROF and Certification were submitted to the State. 
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If a FONSI determination was made by the certifying officer, records should include evidence 
that a FONSI Notice and an NOI/RROF (or a Combined Notice) was published.  The sub-
recipient must submit the (FONSI) to the following: 

 
- Linda Poythress, Regional Environmental Officer, 40 Marietta Street NW, Atlanta, GA 

30303 
- Lynn Seals, Bureau Manager, MDA Disaster Recovery, P.O.Box 849, Jackson MS 

39205 (unless MDA made the Finding of No Significant Impact) 
- Appropriate Federal, State, and local agencies. 

 
If the EA results in a Finding of Significant Impact (FOSI), then the sub-recipient should 
contact Lynn Seals, Bureau Manager, and MDA Disaster Recovery, to receive further assistance. 

 
To complete the sub-recipient records for environmental requirements, the ERR must contain the 
following documentation regarding the Release of Funds (ROF) and the Certification approval: 

 
• Evidence documenting the date of the Release of Funds 
• Record of any objections received from agencies or the public during the State ROF 

process, and report on how they were addressed [24 CFR Parts 58.76 and 58.77 (a) and 
(b)] 

• A copy of the State approval of Certification 
• Record of the implementation of the environmental review decisions 
• Record of amendments to Environmental Review documents and written determinations 

by the certifying officer based on any reevaluation of assessment findings (24 CFR Part 
58.47). 
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RELEASE OF FUNDS AND CERTIFICATION 
 
The State must approve the Request for Release of Funds (RROF) and the environmental certification for 
a project before a sub-recipient can commit funds.  Funds cannot be released by the State until it has 
determined whether or not their proposed projects will significantly affect the environment. 
 
The sub-recipient must publish their environmental findings along with a Notice of Intent to Request 
Funds prior to making their formal request. 
 
The following are the examples of reasons for disapproving a Request for Release of Funds and 
accompanying certification: 
 

• The certification was not executed by the Certifying Officer. 
• The sub-recipient failed to record the written determination and finding from a reevaluation of 

a prior Environmental Assessment or Environmental Impact Statement. 
• The sub-recipient failed to record the written determination and findings on the continued 

relevance of a prior environmental review.  
• A decision from a reassessment, supplementary Environmental Impact Statement is disputed. 
• Evidence has been received that the sub-recipient committed funds prior to the release of funds 

by the State. 
 
If the State receives objections, it will ensure that the objections: 
 

• Have been submitted in writing and copies sent to the sub-recipient; 
• Include the name, address, and telephone number of the person or agency submitting the 

objection, and are signed by an authorized official of the agency; 
• Are dated and signed; 
• Describe the facts or legal authority used to support the objection; 
• State when a copy of the objection was mailed or delivered to the sub-recipient; 

 
The State has two options on how to handle outstanding objections or those received after the release of 
funds has been approved: 
 

 1. It may adopt HUD's policy of referring the objection to the sub-recipient for responsible 
settlement. 

2. It may wish to intervene directly in the settlement of the objection. 
 
Suggested methods for resolving objections are as follows: 
 

• Republication of notices 
• Development of procedures for prescribing remedial or corrective actions 
• Development of arbitration procedures 
• Adoption of sanctions, including conditions when certification may be disapproved and the 

project halted 
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Exhibit 1 Environmental Personnel Contacts  

Historic and Archaeologically Significant Properties 
 
Jim Woodrick 
Mississippi Department of Archives and History 
Post Office Box 571 
Jackson, Mississippi  39205 
(601) 576-6850 
 
If your project receives a "no adverse effect or conditional no adverse effect" from the State Historic 
Preservation Officer (SHPO), you must submit that ruling to the President of the Council on Historic 
Preservation, for the Council's concurrence.  Please allow sufficient time for the Council to comment 
(recommend 30 days).  The address for the Council is: 
 
Advisory Council 
Ms. Charlene Dwin-Vaughn, Assistant Director 
The Old Post Office Building 
1100 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. #803 
Washington, D.C.  20004 
(202) 606-8503 
 
The Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians has asked to be a consulting party in environmental review of 
proposed housing projects.  If soil will be disturbed, as is invariably the case with new construction, a 
description of the proposed project and a map showing its location should be sent to the following person; 
 
Kenneth H. Carleton 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer/Archaeologist 
Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians 
P.O. Box 6257 or 101 Industrial Road 
Choctaw, MS 39350 
(601) 650-7316 
KCarleton@choctaw.org 
 
Mr. Carleton has expressed a preference for receiving information by email. 
 
Floodplain Management 
 
For the lower three Mississippi counties provide a copy of the most up to date floodplain map and 
document the project site. 
 
For the other disaster declared Mississippi counties, provide a copy of Flood Insurance Rate Maps 
(FIRM) from Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and document the project site on the 
map. 
 
If your project is located in a 100-year floodplain, you must document the project site on the FIRM map 
and follow the 8-step process (24 CFR 55.20), including the early floodplain and late floodplain 
notifications. 
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Wetlands Protection: 
 
U.S. Corps of Engineers, Mobile District 
Attention: Regulatory Branch 
P.O Box 2288 
Mobile, AL 36628-0001 

US Corps of Engineers, Vicksburg District 
Attn: Regulatory Board 
4155 Clay Street 
Vicksburg, MS 39183 

 
If your project has wetland or could affect nearby wetlands, it must meet the requirements of Executive 
Order 11990.  These requirements are independent of the requirements of the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers and apply to all wetlands, whether or not they are within the jurisdiction of the Army Corps. 
 
Coastal Zone and Coastal Barriers 
Mississippi Department of Marine Resources 
Bureau of Wetland Permitting 
1141 Bayview Ave., Ste. 101, Biloxi, MS 39530 
(228) 523-4017 
Website: www.dms.ms.us/coastal-ecology/permitting/mississippi_coastal_zone_wetland.htm 
 
** Only applicable to lower 3 coastal counties. ** 
 
Wild and Scenic Rivers 
US Fish and Wildlife 
http://www.rivers.gov/wildriverslist.html 
http://www.rivers.gov/wsr-black-creek.html 
 
Sole Source Aquifer 
If your project is within one of the listed below, send a location map and a complete description of the 
proposed activities to:      
       
Alanna Conley, Environmental Engineer      
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)     
Region IV           
61 Forsyth Street, SW          
Atlanta, Georgia 30303-3104       
(404) 562-9443         
 
List of Affected Counties: 

1. Adams  
2. Amite 
3. Claiborne  
4. Copiah  
5. Franklin 
6. Jefferson  
7. Lincoln 
8. Pike 
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9. Walthall 
10. Wilkinson 
11. Parts of Hinds/ Warren/Marion/and Lawrence Counties. 

             
IF additional information is needed, Ms. Conley will make the request to you.   Please allow 30-45 days 
for her office to comment.  
 
IF your project is not in any of the affected counties, document the ERR with a Mississippi sole source 
aquifer maps included in this implementation manual. 
 

Indoor Air Quality 
Melisssa Forlenberry 
Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality 
Air Toxics Branch 
Post Office Box 10385 
Jackson, Mississippi 39289 
(601) 961-5171 
 

Endangered Species 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
6578 Dogwood View Parkway 
Suite A 
Jackson, Mississippi 39213 
(601) 638-1891 
 

Outdoor Air Quality 
Mississippi is an EPA attainment area. Therefore no 
additional documentation is required for outdoor air 
quality compliance. 
 

 

Noise Hazards 
Contact your City/County Engineer 

 

Prime Farmland Protection 
Soil Conservation Service 
100 West Capitol Street #1321 
Federal Building 
Jackson, Mississippi 39269 
(601) 965-4336 
 
If your project is located within an urban area as mapped  
by the U.S. Census Bureau,  you 
should document the project site on a map and attach it 
to the ERR. No further information will be required.  Maps  
of the urban areas are available at this link: 
 
http://www2.census.gov/geo/maps/urbanarea/uaoutline/UA2000

Hazardous Waste Disposal (one aspect of the  
Assessment of site contamination required in  
Environmental review) 
Jerry Banks 
Hazardous Waste Division 
Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality 
Office of Pollution Control 
Post Office Box 10385 
Jackson, Mississippi 39289 

 
The Gulfport-Biloxi urban area, which also includes parts of 
Waveland, Bay St. Louis, D’lberville, and other cities, is UA 
35920.  The Pascagoula urban area is UA 67607. 
 
Runway Clear Zones/Accident Potential Zones 
If your project site is within 15 miles of a military 
or general aviation airport, obtain a map of the accidental 
potential zones (military airfield) or runway protection zones 
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(601) 961-5171 
 
You may site a Phase I or II environmental site 
Assessment 
 

(general aviation airport-previously called runway clear zones)
 Possible sources of maps include the following: 
MDA 
Local airport authority   
FAA  
Military Airport (Public Information Officer) 
 
If your project is not located within 15 miles of a 
military or general aviation airport document it in the  
ERR.  The only military and general aviation airports in the  
Three coastal counties are Keesler Air Force Base and  
Gulfport-Biloxi International Airport. 
 

Thermal/Explosive Hazards 
Local or County Fire Dept., or Civil Defense 
Dept., or City/County Engineer 
You may site a Phase I or II environmental site 
Assessment 
If you do not have Phase 1 or II assessments consult 
with and site your project engineers. 

Environmental Justice 
 
An explanation of environmental justice can be found 
At the following link: 
 
http://www.Im.doe.gov/env_justice/pdf/justice/pdf 
 
Census data required for environmental justice analysis 
are available at the following link: 
http://factfinder.census.gov/home/saff/main.html? lang=e 

 Exhibit 2 Cultural Resource Assessment Form 

FOR USE BY STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER 
                                Received ___________________________________ 

     Ch# ___________________________________          
     N/E ___________________________________      
 Survey ___________________________________ 

 
REQUEST FOR CULTURAL RESOURCE ASSESSMENT 

FOR HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS 
 

Forwarding of this completed form to the Mississippi State Historic Preservation Officer constitutes a request for a 
cultural resources assessment in accordance with 36 CFR 800. 
 
I. Applicant                                                     _ County of Project_________________  

Applicant's Address                                       City                       Zip ________ 
Contact Person                                            _ Telephone ____________________ 
 

Contact person's address, if different from applicant's 

Street/P.O. Box                                             City                       Zip  ________ 
                                                                                                 
 
Signature of applicant or contact person regarding this assessment: 
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6. a. Will the project involve an addition to, or destruction, alteration, or renovation of 

any structure?  (if NO, proceed to item 7.) 
b. Was affected structure built before World War II? (if NO, proceed to 

item 7.) 
c. Who owns the structure?_____________________________________________ 
d. What was the approximate date of construction? __________________________  
e. Attach snapshots of front and rear elevations; another snapshot should indicate the 

location of any proposed addition/alteration. 
f. Have plans and specifications for the renovation, alternation, or addition been 

completed? 
g. Attach plans.  (Plans for a new structure to replace a demolished one should not be 

attached.) 
 7. a. Will construction take place adjacent to any structure, which is approximately 50 

years old or older?  (if NO, proceed to item 8.) 
b. Give address of structure(s), and, if known, owner's name and 

telephone number.                                                                              
c. Give approximate construction date of structure(s).                          
d. Attach snapshots of structure(s) and indicate on project map its location in relation 

to the project. 
 8. Has the ground at the project location been previously developed, graded, or disturbed 

(other than in connection with any structure described in item 6)? 
If YES, describe disturbed/developed portion (graded, farmed, etc.) and indicate on 
project map.                               

 9. a. Will this project necessitate the acquisition of fill material? (if NO, proceed to item 
10.) 

b. Approximately how many cubic yards of material will be required? 
c. Has the site from which material will be acquired been selected?  

(if NO, proceed to item 10.) 
d. Indicate borrow areas(s) on project map and GIVE APPROXIMATE ACREAGE 

 
YES   NO__ 
 
YES   NO__ 
 
 
 
 
 
YES   NO__ 
 
 
 
YES   NO__ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
YES   NO__ 
 
 
 
YES   NO__ 
CU. YDS.__    
 
YES   NO__ 
 

 
___________________________________________ Date:________________ 

 
1. Briefly describe this project:  
 
2. Has the identical project been previously submitted for cultural resource assessment?  (if   

YES, enclose copy of State Historic Preservation Officer's comments, if available, and 
disregard remaining questions.) 

 
 3. Project Location 

a. Attach a county, city or USGS quadmap (7.5 minutes, if possible) indicating the 
precise location of the project and the acreage involved.  If program involves more 
than one project/activity, one map indicating all projects is sufficient. 

b. Approximately how many acres are in the project area? 
 

 4. To your knowledge, has a cultural resource survey been conducted in the project? (if 
YES, attach survey report.) 

 
 5. To your knowledge, is this project within or adjacent to a historic district listed on the         

National Register of Historic Places? 

 
 
 
 
YES   NO__ 
 
 
 
 
 
ACRES   __ 
 
 
YES   NO__ 
 
 
YES   NO__ 
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of each borrow site. 
e. Has material been taken from the borrow areas(s) for other 

projects? 
 
 

10. Describe the present use and condition of the property________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
  

11. a. Does this project involve road/street construction? 
b. Give special attention to item 7 and indicate on project map each: 

1. new right-of-way 
2. new street/road construction 
3. street/road to be overlaid 
4. street/road to be widened 

ACRES ___ 
 
YES   NO__ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
YES   NO__ 
 

 
     * If necessary, elaborate on the above questions, and/or include any additional information, which you think would 

be helpful in the review of this project. 
 

MAIL COMPLETED FORMS TO: 
           State Historic Preservation Officer 
              Attn:  Interagency Coordinator 

                                                       Mississippi Department of Archives and History 
                                                                               Post Office Box 571 

                 Jackson, Mississippi  39205 
Telephone (601) 354-7326 

Exhibit 3 Wetland Executive Order 

Executive Order 11990--Protection of wetlands 

Source: The provisions of Executive Order 11990 of May 24, 1977, appear at 42 FR 26961, 3 CFR, 
1977 Comp., p. 121, unless otherwise noted. 

By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and statutes of the United States of 
America, and as President of the United States of America, in furtherance of the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as amended (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), in order to avoid to the extent 
possible the long and short term adverse impacts associated with the destruction or modification of 
wetlands and to avoid direct or indirect support of new construction in wetlands wherever there is a 
practicable alternative, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. (a) Each agency shall provide leadership and shall take action to minimize the destruction, 
loss or degradation of wetlands, and to preserve and enhance the natural and beneficial values of 
wetlands in carrying out the agency's responsibilities for (1) acquiring, managing, and disposing of 
Federal lands and facilities; and (2) providing Federally undertaken, financed, or assisted construction 
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and improvements; and (3) conducting Federal activities and programs affecting land use, including 
but not limited to water and related land resources planning, regulating, and licensing activities. 
(b) This Order does not apply to the issuance by Federal agencies of permits, licenses, or allocations to 
private parties for activities involving wetlands on non-Federal property. 

Sec. 2. (a) In furtherance of Section 101(b)(3) of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 
U.S.C. 4331(b)(3)) to improve and coordinate Federal plans, functions, programs and resources to the 
end that the Nation may attain the widest range of beneficial uses of the environment without 
degradation and risk to health or safety, each agency, to the extent permitted by law, shall avoid 
undertaking or providing assistance for new construction located in wetlands unless the head of the 
agency finds (1) that there is no practicable alternative to such construction, and (2) that the proposed 
action includes all practicable measures to minimize harm to wetlands which may result from such use. 
In making this finding the head of the agency may take into account economic, environmental and 
other pertinent factors. 
(b) Each agency shall also provide opportunity for early public review of any plans or proposals for 
new construction in wetlands, in accordance with Section 2(b) of Executive Order No. 11514, as 
amended, including the development of procedures to accomplish this objective for Federal actions 
whose impact is not significant enough to require the preparation of an environmental impact 
statement under Section 102(2)(C) of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as amended. 

Sec. 3. Any requests for new authorizations or appropriations transmitted to the Office of Management 
and Budget shall indicate, if an action to be proposed will be located in wetlands, whether the proposed 
action is in accord with this Order. 

Sec. 4. When Federally-owned wetlands or portions of wetlands are proposed for lease, easement, 
right-of-way or disposal to non-Federal public or private parties, the Federal agency shall (a) reference 
in the conveyance those uses that are restricted under identified Federal, State or local wetlands 
regulations; and (b) attach other appropriate restrictions to the uses of properties by the grantee or 
purchaser and any successor, except where prohibited by law; or (c) withhold such properties from 
disposal. 

Sec. 5. In carrying out the activities described in Section 1 of this Order, each agency shall consider 
factors relevant to a proposal's effect on the survival and quality of the wetlands. Among these factors 
are: 
(a) public health, safety, and welfare, including water supply, quality, recharge and discharge; 
pollution; flood and storm hazards; and sediment and erosion; 
(b) maintenance of natural systems, including conservation and long term productivity of existing flora 
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and fauna, species and habitat diversity and stability, hydrologic utility, fish, wildlife, timber, and food 
and fiber resources; and 
(c) other uses of wetlands in the public interest, including recreational, scientific, and cultural uses. 

Sec. 6. As allowed by law, agencies shall issue or amend their existing procedures in order to comply 
with this Order. To the extent possible, existing processes, such as those of the Council on 
Environmental Quality, shall be utilized to fulfill the requirements of this Order. 

[Sec. 6 amended by Executive Order 12608 of Sept. 9, 1987, 52 FR 34617, 3 CFR, 1987 Comp., p. 
245] 

Sec. 7. As used in this Order: 
(a) The term "agency" shall have the same meaning as the term "Executive agency" in Section 105 of 
Title 5 of the United States Code and shall include the military departments; the directives contained in 
this Order, however, are meant to apply only to those agencies which perform the activities described 
in Section 1 which are located in or affecting wetlands. 
(b) The term "new construction" shall include draining, dredging, channelizing, filling, diking, 
impounding, and related activities and any structures or facilities begun or authorized after the 
effective date of this Order. 
(c) The term "wetlands" means those areas that are inundated by surface or ground water with a 
frequency sufficient to support and under normal circumstances does or would support a prevalence of 
vegetative or aquatic life that requires saturated or seasonally saturated soil conditions for growth and 
reproduction. Wetlands generally include swamps, marshes, bogs, and similar areas such as sloughs, 
potholes, wet meadows, river overflows, mud flats, and natural ponds. 

Sec. 8. This Order does not apply to projects presently under construction or to projects for which all 
of the funds have been appropriated through Fiscal Year 1977, or to projects and programs for which a 
draft or final environmental impact statement will be filed prior to October 1, 1977. The provisions of 
Section 2 of this Order shall be implemented by each agency not later than October 1, 1977. 

Sec. 9. Nothing in this Order shall apply to assistance provided for emergency work, essential to save 
lives and protect property and public health and safety, performed pursuant to Sections 305 and 306 of 
the Disaster Relief Act of 1974 (88 Stat. 148, 42 U.S.C. 5145 and 5146). 

Sec. 10. To the extent the provisions of Sections 2 and 5 of this Order are applicable to projects 
covered by Section 104(h) of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended (88 
Stat. 640, 42 U.S.C. 5304(h)), the responsibilities under those provisions may be assumed by the 
appropriate applicant, if the applicant has also assumed, with respect to such projects, all of the 
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responsibilities for environmental review, decision-making, and action pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as amended. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Exhibit 4 Mississippi Aquifer Map 

MISSISSIPPI COUNTIES OF THE SOUTHERN HILLS REGIONAL AQUIFER 
SYSTEM 
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Exhibit 5  Environmental Justice Overview 

 
Background 
 
Practices to remedy environmental concerns grew out of 20 years of protests and attempts by thousands of 
grass roots organizations to heighten public awareness on environmental issues.  Over this period of time, 
the environmental justice movement has gained the commitment of hundreds of state and local officials 
and the initiative of business leaders.  President Clinton and Vice-President Gore, during their campaign 
of 1992, pledged to protect "people who are most vulnerable, who are poor, many of whom live in inner 
cities, from unfair exposure to environmental hazards."  This pledge was exemplified in the Executive 
Order 12898, implemented by President Clinton on February 11, 1994.  No other force has created as 
significant an impact on the environmental justice movement as the involvement of the federal 
government with this Order. 
 
Many scholars believe that historically, low-income and minority populations have been most adversely 
affected by environmentally sensitive conditions.  Many studies have been done which document that 
these populations have suffered disproportionately from the effects of pollution and other environmental 
risks.  In both rural and urban communities, low-income and minority populations consistently 
demonstrate higher levels of environmentally related disparities than the general population.  Because of 
realities such as these, the environmental justice movement has given impetus to thousands of people 
around the country as well as their governing authorities to help ensure the following:  (1) that city 
dwellers, disproportionately exposed to air pollution, are able to breathe clean air; (2) that the health of 
children is not jeopardized by peeling and exposed lead paint and dust; (3) that pesticides do not slowly 
poison those individuals who provide our bounty of agricultural products; and (4) that people who depend 
on native fish and wildlife for their livelihoods can continue to do so.  As President Clinton has stated, 
"All Americans have a right to be protected from pollution -- not just those who can afford to live in the 
cleanest safest communities." 
 
The Executive Order 12898 
President Clinton issued Executive Order 12898 entitled Federal Actions to Address Environmental 
Justice in Minority Populations and Low-Income Populations on February 11, 1994.  For the first time, 
environmental justice was established as a federal government priority.  All agencies were instructed to 
make environmental justice a part of their mission.  The Executive order has the following three (3) goals:  
to encourage federal agency attention on the environmental and human health conditions in minority and 
low-income communities; to foster non-discriminatory practices in federal programs that substantially 
affect human health and the environment; and to effectively provide minority and low-income 
communities with access to information on, and opportunities for public participation in matters relating 
to human health and the environment. 
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Exhibit 6 Process for Public Notice under Categorically Excluded Project 

Process for Public Notice 
Notice of Intent of Request of Funds under a Categorically Excluded Project that triggers 

compliance. 
 
Step 1. Complete the environmental review (compliance with 24 CFR part 58.5 and 6) and  
  attach all documentation. 
Step 2. Sign and date the environmental review. 
Step 3. Publish Notice of Intent to Request Release of Funds (NOI/RROF) 
Step 4. Have certifying official sign and date the HUD 7015.15 form the day after the   
  comment period expires. 
Step 5. Mail and/or fax the original 7015.15 and a copy of the public notice to MDA. 
 
  Note: If you mail the request, MDA cannot start counting your 15-day comment   
  period until we receive the request. 

         We always need an original, so if you fax, you will need to mail the original                
copy, but we can begin the count on the receipt of the fax. 

 
Step 6. MDA begins to count the comment period the day after the receipt. 
Step 7.   MDA waits 15 days from receipt and then removes the grant condition and the funds are 

released the next day.  
 

EXAMPLE OF TIMING 
 
1. Date of Public Notice (Publish): Thursday, September 8, 2005 
 
2. Time Period for Receipt of Public Comments: 12:01 a.m. Friday, September 9, 2005 to 12:00 a.m. 

(Midnight) Thursday, September 15, 2005 
 
3. Deadline for local government comment period indicated in notice:  September 8, 2005 
 
4. Earliest date to submit to State (MDA): September 16, 2005 
 
5. Earliest date to be received by State (MDA):  September 16, 2005 
 
6. Statutory 15-day State (MDA) comment period:  12:01 a.m. September 17, 2005 to 12:00 a.m. 

(Midnight) October 2, 2005. 
 
7. Deadline date for receipt by State (MDA) of Objections to Release of Funds: October 2, 2005 
8. Earliest possible notice from State (MDA) that funds are released (HUD 7015.16): October 3, 

2005. 
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Exhibit 7 Combined Public Notice No Significant Impact 

Process For Combined Public Notice and Notice for Intent to Request Release of Funds under a 
Full Assessment project. 

 
Step 1. Complete the environmental review (compliance with 24 CFR part 58.5 and 6) and  
  attach all documentation and recommend FONSI to certifying official. 
Step 2. Certifying Official Signs FONSI and dates Environmental Review 
Step 3. Publish Notice of No Significant Impact and Notice of Intent to Request Release of Funds 

(FONSI and NOI /RROF). Wait for publishing 18 days for posting.  
Step 4. Have certifying official sign and date the HUD 7015.15 form the day after the   
  comment period expires. 
Step 5. Mail and/or fax the original 7015.15 and a copy of the public notice to MDA. 
   
  Note: If you mail the request MDA cannot start counting your 15-day comment   
  period until we receive the request. 

           We always need an original, so if you fax, you will need to mail the original                
copy, but we can begin the count on the receipt of the fax. 

 
Step 6. MDA begins to count the comment period the day after the receipt. 
Step 7.   MDA waits 15 days from receipt and then removes the grant condition and the funds are 

released the next day.  
 

EXAMPLE OF TIMING 
 
1. Date of Public Notice (Publish): Thursday, September 8, 2005 
 
2. Time Period for Receipt of Public Comments: 12:01 a.m. Friday, September 9, 2005 to 12:00 a.m. 

(Midnight) Thursday, September 15, 2005 
 
2.      Deadline for local government comment period indicated in notice:  September 8, 2005 
 
4. Earliest date to submit to State (MDA): September 16, 2005 
 
5. Earliest date to be received by State (MDA):  September 16, 2005 
 
6. Statutory 15-day State (MDA) comment period:  12:01 a.m. September 17, 2005 to 12:00 a.m. 

(Midnight) October 2, 2005. 
 
7. Deadline date for receipt by State (MDA) of Objections to Release of Funds: October 2, 2005 
 
8. Earliest possible notice from State (MDA) that funds are released (HUD 7015.16): October 3, 

2005. 
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Exhibit 8 KCDBG Combined Notice 

KATRINA COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM 
COMBINED NOTICE 

 
NOTICE OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

AND 
NOTICE TO PUBLIC OF 

REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF FUNDS 
 
Date of Publication 
 
 
(Sub-recipient's Name and Address) 
 
 
TO ALL INTERESTED AGENCIES, GROUPS, AND PERSONS 
 
On or about (15 days from publication date), the above named (sub-recipient) will request the Mississippi 
Development Authority to release funds under Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act 
of 1974, amended, for the following project: 
 
 

Project Description: ____________________________ 
 

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 
 
It has been determined that such request for release of funds will not constitute an action that will 
significantly affect the quality of human environment and accordingly the above named (sub-recipient) 
has decided not to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement under the National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA) of 1969 (PL 91-190). 
 
The reasons for such decision not to prepare such statements are as follows:  The proposed activities will 
have no adverse effect on the environment and the project will benefit the area residents by providing 
(activity). 
 
An Environmental Review Record (ERR) respecting the within project has been completed by the above 
named (city/county/address) which documents the environmental review of the project and more fully 
sets forth why such statement is not required.  The Environmental Review Record is on file at the address 
listed above and is available for public examination and copying between the hours of (business hours). 
 
No further environmental review of such project is proposed to be conducted prior to the request for 
release of federal funds. 
 
 Public Comments of Findings 
 
All interested agencies, groups, and persons disagreeing with this decision are invited to submit written 
comments for consideration by (city/county/address).  Such written comments so received will be 
considered by the (city/county) and the city/county will not request the release of funds or take 
administrative action on the within named project prior to the date specified in the preceding sentence. 
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The (sub-recipient) will undertake the project described above with grant funds from the Community 
Development Block Grant Program.  The (city, county) is certifying to the State that the Board and (chief 
elected official) in his capacity as (title) consent to accept the jurisdiction of the federal courts if an action 
is brought to enforce responsibilities in relation to the environmental reviews, and that these 
responsibilities have been satisfied under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as amended. 
 

OBJECTION TO STATE RELEASE OF FUNDS 
 
The State will accept an objection to its approval only if it is one of the bases set forth in 24 CFR Part 
58.76.  Objections must be prepared and submitted in accordance with the required procedures in 24 CFR 
Part 58 and may be addressed to Lynn Seals, Bureau Manager, Disaster Recovery Division, Post Office 
Box 849, Jackson, Mississippi 39205,  
 
Objections to the release of funds on bases other than those referenced above will not be considered by 
the State.  No objection received after (30 days after publication date) will be considered by the State. 
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Exhibit 9 Request for Release of Funds and Certification- NEW  HUD PDF 

 
MISSISSIPPI  COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 
REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF FUNDS AND CERTIFICATION 

(Pursuant to Section 104(f) of Title I of the Housing and 
Community Development Act of 1974 as amended) 

 
 ENVIRONMENTAL 
 
1. Name of Sub-recipient     2. Application/Grant No. 
 
 
3. Sub-recipient's Address      4. Date of Request/Certification 
 (Include street, city, & zip) 
 
 
REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF FUNDS 
 
Release of approved grant funds for the following project is requested: 
 

PROJECT      AMOUNT  
                                                                      ______________________________  
 
CERTIFICATION.  With reference to the above project, I, the undersigned officer of the sub-recipient, 
certify: 
 
That the sub-recipient has at least seven (7) days prior to submitting this request for release of funds and 
certification, published and disseminated in the manner prescribed by 24 CFR 58.43, a notice to the 
public (a copy of which is attached) in accordance with 24 CFR 58.70; 
 
That the sub-recipient has fully carried out its responsibilities for environmental review, decision-making 
and action pertaining to the project named above; that the sub-recipient has complied with the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969; that the sub-recipient has complied with the environmental 
procedures, permit requirements and the statutory obligations of the laws cited in 24 CFR 58.5 and that 
the sub-recipient has taken into account the environmental criteria, standards, permit requirements and 
other obligations applicable to the project under the other related laws and authorities cited under such 
law, 24 CFR 58.5; 
 
That the level of environmental clearance carried out by sub-recipient in connection with this said project 
did or did not require the preparation and dissemination of an environmental impact statement; 
 
That the dates upon which all statutory and regulatory time periods for review, comment, or other 
response or action in regard to this clearance began and ended as indicated below; that all such dates 
which are applicable to this aforesaid clearance are indicated below; and that with the expiration of each 
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of the time periods indicated below, sub-recipient is in compliance with the requirements of 24 CFR Part 
58; 
 

TEM Commence  
MM/DD/YY 

EXPIRE 
MM/DD/YY 

Notice of Finding of No Significant Impact:  Publication   
Combined Notice:  Publication   
Notice of Intent to Prepare EIS:  Publication   
Draft EIS:  Comment period   
Same:  90-day period (NEPA Regulations)   
Final EIS:  30-day period (NEPA Regulations)   
7-Day Notice of Intent to Request Release of Funds:  
Publication 

  

15-Day State Decision Period   
 
That I am authorized to, and do, consent to assume the status of responsible federal official under the 
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 and each provision of law specified in 24 CFR 58.5 insofar as 
the provision of these laws apply to the HUD responsibilities for environmental review, decision-making 
and action assumed and carried out by the sub-recipient; that by so consenting, I assume the 
responsibilities, where applicable, for the conduct of environmental review, decision-making and action 
as to environmental issues, preparation and circulation of draft, final and supplemental environmental 
impact statements, and assumption of lead agency or cooperating agency responsibilities for preparation 
of such statements on behalf of Federal agencies when these agencies consent to such assumption; 
 
That I am authorized to consent to, and do, personally accept on behalf of the sub-recipient, the 
jurisdiction of the Federal courts for the enforcement of all these responsibilities, in my official capacity 
as certifying officer of the sub-recipient. 
 
Name (Print) ________________________________________________________ 

 Title (Print) _________________________________________________________ 
Certifying Officer of Sub-recipient ______________________ Date   ______________ 
 
WARNING - Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and Criminal Procedure shall apply to 
this certification.  Title 18 provides, among other things, that whoever knowingly and willfully makes or 
uses a document or writing containing any false, fictitious, or fraudulent statement or entry, in any matter 
within the jurisdiction of any department or agency of the United States, shall be fined not more than 
$10,000 or imprisoned not more than five years or both. 
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Exhibit 10 Environmental Review Exempt Checklist 

This project is EXEMPT (24CFR Part 58.34) from Environmental review as indicated below: 
Project Name 
Project Description 
Funding Amount  $ Name of Sub-recipient 
 
Check one or more below and place in the Environmental Review Record: 
 
a.  Except for the applicable requirements of Sec. 58.6, the responsible entity does not have to comply 

with the requirements of this part or undertake any environmental review, consultation or other 
action under NEPA and the other provisions of law or authorities cited in Sec. 58.5 for the activities 
exempt by this section or projects consisting solely of the following exempt activities: 

 
•   Environmental and other studies, resource identification and the development of plans 

and strategies. 

•  Information and financial services; 

•  Administrative and management activities; 

•  Public services that will not have a physical impact or result in any physical changes, 
including but not limited to services concerned with employment, crime prevention, child 
care, health, drug abuse, education, counseling, energy conservation and welfare or 
recreational needs; 

•  Inspections and testing of properties of hazards or defects; 

•  Purchase of insurance; 

•  Purchase of tools; 

•  Engineering or design cost; 

•  Technical assistance and training; 

•   Assistance for temporary or permanent improvements that do not alter environmental 
conditions and are limited to protection, repair, or restoration activities necessary only to 
control or arrest the effects from disasters or imminent threats to public safety including 
those resulting from physical deterioration; 

•   Payment of principal and interest on loans made or obligations guaranteed by HUD; 

•   Any of the categorical exclusions listed in Sec. 58.35 (a) provided that there are no 
circumstances which require compliance with any other Federal laws and authorities cited 
in Sec. 58.5 

 
b.  A sub-recipient does not have to submit an Request for Release of Funds (RROF) and certification, 

and no further approval from HUD or the State will be needed by the sub-recipient for the draw down 
of funds to carry out exempt activities and projects.  However, the responsible entity must document in 

LTWH Environmental Procedures, 6.24 
 



writing its determination that each activity or project is exempt and meets the conditions specified for 
such exemption under this section. 
 

Signature of Authorizing Chief Executive Officer  Date:
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Exhibit 11 Categorically Excluded Not Subject To- Form 

This project is CATEGORICALLY EXCLUDED (24 CFR Part 58.35) and NOT Subject to 24 CFR Part 58.5 
(CENST) as indicated below: 

Project Name 
Project Description 

Funding Amount  $ Name of Sub-recipient 
Check one or more below as applicable and place in the Environmental Review Record: 

a. Categorical exclusions not subject to Sec. 58.5.  The City/Town/County has determined that the 
following categorically excluded activities would not alter any conditions that would require a review 
or compliance determination under the Federal laws and authorities cited in Sec. 58.5.  When the 
following kinds of activities are undertaken, the responsible entity does not have to publish a 
NOI/RROF or execute a certification and the sub-recipient does not have to submit a RROF to HUD 
(or the State) except in the circumstances described in paragraph (c) of this section.  Following the 
award of the assistance, no further approval from HUD or the State will be needed with respect to 
environmental requirements, except where paragraph (c) of this section applies.  The sub-recipient 
remains responsible for carrying out any applicable requirements under Sec. 58.6. 

•   Tenant-based rental assistance; 

•  Supportive service including, but not limited to, health care, housing services, 
permanent housing placement, day care, nutritional services, short-term payments for 
rent/mortgage/utility cost, and assistance in gaining access to local, State, and Federal 
government benefits and services; 

•  Operating costs including maintenance, security operation, utilities, furnishings, 
equipment, supplies, staff training and recruitment and other incidental costs; 

•  Economic development activities, including but not limited to, equipment purchase, 
inventory financing, interest subsidy, operating expenses and similar cost not associated 
with construction or expansion of existing operations; 

•  Activities to assist homebuyers to purchase existing dwelling units or dwelling units 
under construction, including closing costs and down payment assistance, interest 
buydowns, and similar activities that result in the transfer of title. 

•  Affordable housing pre-development cost including legal, consulting, developer and 
other costs related to obtaining site options, project financing, administrative costs and fees 
for loan commitments, zoning approvals, and other related activities which do not have a 
physical impact. 

•  Approval of supplemental assistance (including insurance or guarantee) to project 
previously approved under this part, if the approval is made by the same responsible entity 
that conducted the environmental review on the original project and re-evaluation of the 
environmental findings is not required under Sec. 58.47. 

Signature of Authorizing Chief Executive Officer  Date 
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Exhibit 12 Categorically Excluded Environmental Review Form 

This project is CATEGORICALLY EXCLUDED (24 CFR Part 58) from Environmental Review SUBJECT TO 24 
CFR Part 58.5 as indicated below: 

Project Name 

 
Project Description 

 

Funding Amount  $ Name of Sub-recipient 

 
Categorical Exclusions 24 CFR Part 58.35: (Check one or more and attach Statutory Checklist) 
 
Categorical exclusions refers to a category of activities for which no environmental impact statement or 
environmental assessment and finding of no significant impact under NEPA is required, except in 
extraordinary circumstances (see Sec. 58.2(a) (3)) in which a normally excluded activity may have a 
significant impact. Compliance with the other applicable Federal environmental laws and authorities listed 
in Sec. 58.5 is required for any categorical exclusion listed in paragraph (a) of this section. 
 

A. Categorical exclusions subject to Sec. 58.5.  The following activities are categorically excluded 
under NEPA, but may be subject to review under authorities listed in Sec. 58.5: 

B.   Acquisition repair, improvement, reconstruction, or rehabilitation of public facilities 
and improvements (other than buildings) when the facilities and improvements are in place 
and will be retained in the same use without change in size or capacity of more than 20 
percent (e.g., replacement of water or sewer lines, reconstruction of curbs and sidewalks, 
repaving of streets). 

C.  Special projects directed to the removal of material and architectural barriers that 
restrict the mobility of and accessibility to elderly and handicapped persons. 

D.  Rehabilitation of buildings and improvements when the following conditions are met: 

a.  In the case of a building for residential use (with one to four units), the density 
is not increased beyond four units, the land use is not changed, and the footprint of 
the building is not increased in a floodplain or in a wetland; 

b.  In the case of multifamily residential buildings: 

i.  Unit density is not changed more than 20 percent; 

ii.  The project does not involve changes in land use from residential to non-
residential; and 

iii.  The estimated cost of rehabilitation is less than 75 percent of the total 
estimated cost of replacement after rehabilitation. 

iv.  In case of non-residential structures, including commercial, industrial, and  
 public buildings: 
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A.  The facilities and improvements are in place and will not be changed in 
size or capacity by more than 20 percent; and 

B.  The activity does not involve a change in land use, such as from non-
residential to residential, commercial to industrial, or from one industrial 
use to another. 

E.  

i.  An individual action on up to four dwelling units where there is a maximum   of 
four units on any one site.  The units can be four one-unit buildings or one four-unit 
building or any combination in between; or 

ii.  An individual action on a project of five or more housing units developed on 
scattered site when the sites are more than 2,000 feet apart and there not more than four 
housing units on any one site. 

iii.  Paragraphs (a)(4)(i) and (ii) of this section do not apply to rehabilitation of a 
building for residential use (with one to four units)  (see paragraph (a) (3) (i) of this 
section). 

F.  Acquisition (including leasing) or disposition of, or equity loans on an existing 
structure, or acquisition (including leasing) of vacant land provided that the structure or 
land acquired, financed, or disposed of will be retained for the same use. 

G.  Combinations of the above activities. 

 

 
Signature of Authorizing Chief Executive Officer  Date

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LTWH Environmental Procedures, 6.28 
 



Exhibit 13 Statutory Worksheet 

Use this worksheet only for projects that are Categorically Excluded per 24 CFR Section 58.35(a). 
 

(NOTE: Compliance with the laws and statutes listed at 24 CFR §58.6 must also be documented). 

24 CFR §58.5 STATUTES, EXECUTIVE ORDERS & REGULATIONS 

PROJECT NAME and DESCRIPTION - Include all contemplated actions that logically are either 
geographically or functionally part of the project: 

This proposal is determined to be Categorically Excluded according to: [Cite section(s)] 
_______________________  
 
DIRECTIONS - Write “A” in the Status Column when the proposal, by its scope and nature, does not 
affect the resources under consideration; OR write “B” if the project triggers formal compliance 
consultation procedures with the oversight agency, or requires mitigation (see Statutory Worksheet 
Instructions).  Compliance documentation must contain verifiable source documents and relevant base 
data.  

      

Compliance Factors: 
Statutes, Executive Orders, and 
Regulations listed at 24 CFR §58.5 

Status 
A / B 

Compliance Determination & 
Documentation 

Historic Preservation 
[36 CFR Part 800] 
 
 
 

  

Floodplain Management 
[24 CFR 55, Executive Order 11988] 
 
 

  

Wetland Protection 
[Executive Order 11990] 
 
 

  

Coastal Zone Management Act 
[Sections 307(c), (d)] 
 
 

  

Sole Source Aquifers 
[40 CFR 149] 
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Endangered Species Act 
[50 CFR 402] 
 
 

  

Wild and Scenic Rivers Act 
[Sections 7(b), and (c)] 
 
 

  

Clean Air Act  - [Sections 176(c), (d), 
 and 40 CFR 6, 51, 93] 
 
 
 

  

 
Farmland Protection Policy Act 
[7 CFR 658] 
 
 

  

Environmental Justice 
[Executive Order 12898] 
 
 

  

HUD ENVIRONMENTAL 
STANDARDS 
Noise Abatement and Control 
[24 CFR 51B] 
 
 

  

Explosive and Flammable Operations 
[24 CFR 51C] 
 
 

  

Hazardous, Toxic or Radioactive 
Materials & Substances  
[24 CFR 58.5(i)(2)] 
 
 

  

Airport Clear Zones and Accident 
Potential Zones [24 CFR 51D] 
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DETERMINATION: 
 
(    ) This project converts to EXEMPT, per Section 58.34(a)(12), because it does not require any 

mitigation for compliance with any listed statutes or authorities, nor requires any formal permit 
or license (Status "A" has been determined in the status column for all authorities); Funds may 
be committed and drawn down for this (now) EXEMPT project; OR 
 

(    ) This project cannot convert to Exempt status because one or more statutes or authorities require 
formal consultation or mitigation. Complete consultation/mitigation protocol requirements, 
publish NOI/RROF and obtain Authority to Use Grant Funds (HUD 7015.16) per Section 
58.70 and 58.71 before committing or drawing down funds; OR 
 

(    ) The unusual circumstances of this project may result in a significant environmental impact. 
This project requires preparation of an Environmental Assessment (EA).  Prepare the EA 
according to 24 CFR Part 58 Subpart E. 

 
PREPARER SIGNATURE: __________________________________________________________ 
DATE:    
 
PREPARER NAME, COMPANY: 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
RESPONSIBLE ENTITY AGENCY OFFICIAL / SIGNATURE:  ____________________________ 
 
NAME, TITLE: _____________________________________________________________________ 
DATE: ________________ 
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Exhibit 14 HUD Format II Worksheet 

 
Environmental Assessment 

 FOR HUD-funded Proposals 
 

Recommended format per 24 CFR 58.36, revised March 2005  
[Previously recommended EA formats are obsolete]. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Project Identification: _____________________________ 
 
Preparer: ______________________________________ 
 
Responsible Entity:_______________________________        
 
Month/Year: __________, __________ 
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Environmental Assessment 
 

 
Responsible Entity: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
[24 CFR 58.2(a)(7)] 
 
 
Certifying Officer: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
[24 CFR 58.2(a)(2)] 
 
 
Project Name:________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Project Location: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Estimated total project cost:____________________________________________________ 
 
 
Grant Sub-recipient: __________________________________________________________ 
 
[24 CFR 58.2(a)(5)] 
 
 
Sub-recipient Address: _________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Project Representative: ________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Telephone Number:  __________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Conditions for Approval: (List all mitigation measures adopted by the responsible entity to eliminate or minimize adverse 
environmental impacts. These conditions must be included in project contracts and other relevant documents as requirements). [24 CFR 
58.40(d), 40 CFR 1505.2(c)] 
 

FINDING: [58.40(g)] 

 
    ___   Finding of No Significant Impact 
  (The project will not result in a significant impact on the quality of the 
   human environment) 
 
    ___  Finding of Significant Impact 
  (The project may significantly affect the quality of the human environment) 
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Preparer Signature: _____________________________________Date:________ 
 
 
Name/Title/Agency: __________________________________________________ 
 
 
RE Approving Official Signature: __________________________Date:________ 
 
 
Name/Title/Agency:__________________________________________________ 
 
 
Statement of Purpose and Need for the Proposal: [40 CFR 1508.9(b)] 
 
 
 
Description of the Proposal: Include all contemplated actions which logically are either 
geographically or functionally a composite part of the project, regardless of the source of funding. [24 
CFR 58.32, 40 CFR 1508.25] 
 
Existing Conditions and Trends: Describe the existing conditions of the project area and its 
surroundings, and trends likely to continue in the absence of the project.  [24 CFR 58.40(a)] 
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Statutory Checklist 
 [24CFR §58.5] 

 
Record the determinations made regarding each listed statute, executive order or regulation.  Provide 
appropriate source documentation. [Note reviews or consultations completed as well as any applicable 
permits or approvals obtained or required. Note dates of contact or page references]. Provide 
compliance or consistency documentation.  Attach additional material as appropriate. Note conditions, 
attenuation or mitigation measures required.   
 
 Factors                  Determination and Compliance Documentation  
Historic Preservation 
 
[36 CFR 800] 

 

Floodplain Management 
 
[24 CFR 55, Executive Order 11988] 

 

Wetlands Protection 
 
[Executive Order 11990] 

 

Coastal Zone Management 
Act 
 
[Sections 307(c),(d)] 

 

Sole Source Aquifers 
 
[40 CFR 149] 

 

Endangered Species Act 
 
[50 CFR 402] 

 

Wild and Scenic Rivers Act 
 
[Sections 7 (b), (c)] 

 

Air Quality 
 
[Clean Air Act, Sections 176 ( ) c
and (d), and 40 CFR 6, 51, 93] 

 

Farmland Protection Policy 
Act [7 CFR 658] 

 

 

Environmental Justice 
 
[Executive Order 12898] 
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HUD Environmental Standards Determination and Compliance Documentation 
 
Noise Abatement and 
Control [24 CFR 51 B] 

 

 

Toxic/Hazardous/Radioacti
ve Materials, 
Contamination, Chemicals 
or Gases   
[24 CFR 58.5(i)(2)] 

 

Siting of HUD-Assisted 
Projects near Hazardous 
Operations [24 CFR 51 C] 

 

Airport Clear Zones and 
Accident Potential Zones 
[24 CFR 51 D] 
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Environmental Assessment Checklist 
[Environmental Review Guide HUD CPD 782, 24 CFR 58.40; Ref. 40 CFR 1508.8 &1508.27] 

 
Evaluate the significance of the effects of the proposal on the character, features and resources of the project area.  Enter 
relevant base data and verifiable source documentation to support the finding. Then enter the appropriate impact code from 
the following list to make a determination of impact.  Impact Codes:  (1) - No impact anticipated; (2) - Potentially 
beneficial; (3) - Potentially adverse; (4) - Requires mitigation;  
 
(5) - Requires project modification.  Note names, dates of contact, telephone numbers and page references.  Attach 
additional material as appropriate. Note conditions or mitigation measures required. 
 
Land Development           Code  Source or Documentation 
Conformance with 
Comprehensive Plans  
and Zoning 

  

Compatibility and  
Urban Impact 

  
 

Slope 
 

  
 

Erosion  
 

 
 

Soil Suitability  
 

 
 

Hazards and Nuisances  
including Site Safety 

  
 
 

Energy Consumption  
 

 
 

Noise - Contribution to 
Community Noise Levels 

 
 
 

 

Air Quality 
Effects of Ambient Air Quality 
on 
Project and Contribution to 
Community Pollution Levels 

  

Environmental Design 
Visual Quality - Coherence, 
Diversity, Compatible Use and 
Scale 

  

 
Socioeconomic                  Code              Source or Documentation 
Demographic Character Changes   
Displacement   
Employment and Income Patterns   
 
Community Facilities 
and Services                    Code               Source or Documentation 
Educational Facilities   
Commercial Facilities   
Health Care   
Social Services   
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Solid Waste   
Waste Water   
Storm Water   
Water Supply   
Public Safety 
                      - Police 

  
 

                      - Fire   
 - Emergency Medical   
Open Space and Recreation  
                     - Open Space 

  
 

                     - Recreation   
                     - Cultural Facilities   
Transportation   

 
Natural Features    Source or Documentation 
Water Resources 
 

  
 

Surface Water   
 

Unique Natural Features and 
Agricultural Lands 

  
 

Vegetation and Wildlife   
 

 
Other Factors          Source or Documentation 
Flood Disaster Protection Act 
[Flood Insurance] 
[§58.6(a)] 

  

Coastal Barrier Resources Act/ 
Coastal Barrier Improvement Act 
[§58.6(c)] 

  

Airport Runway Clear Zone or 
Clear Zone Disclosure 
[§58.6(d)] 

  

Other Factors 
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Summary of Findings and Conclusions 
 
ALTERNATIVES TO THE PROPOSED ACTION 
 
Alternatives and Project Modifications Considered [24 CFR 58.40(e), Ref. 40 CFR 1508.9] (Identify other 
reasonable courses of action that were considered and not selected, such as other sites, design modifications, or other uses 
of the subject site.  Describe the benefits and adverse impacts to the human environment of each alternative and the reasons 
for rejecting it.) 
 
No Action Alternative [24 CFR 58.40(e)] 
(Discuss the benefits and adverse impacts to the human environment of not implementing the preferred alternative). 
 
Mitigation Measures Recommended [24 CFR 58.40(d), 40 CFR 1508.20] 
(Recommend feasible ways in which the proposal or its external factors should be modified in order to minimize adverse 
environmental impacts and restore or enhance environmental quality.) 
 
Additional Studies Performed 
 
(Attach studies or summaries) 

 

List of Sources, Agencies and Persons Consulted [40 CFR 1508.9(b)] 
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Exhibit 15  Environmental Checklists 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST 
 
Project Title:  
 
 
Applicant:  
 
 
Date Checklist Completed:  
 
 
This preliminary environmental checklist is designed to make the sub-recipient aware of major environmental concerns 
that should be addressed in project planning and budgeting.  Each successful applicant will be required to prepare an 
environmental review record, and if appropriate, an environmental assessment in accordance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as amended.  The environmental assessment involves an examination of the 
environmental conditions and circumstances that exist at the location of the project and a determination of project impact 
on those environmental conditions.  In addition, each project must be reviewed for compliance with other applicable 
environmental laws and regulations.  If any of the following questions elicit an affirmative response, additional 
information must be provided as part of the environmental review. 

1. Is the project located within a flood hazard area, wetland, or coastal zone?  Yes  No 
 List activities to be carried out in a flood hazard area, wetland, or coastal zone. 
 
 

2. Will the project require the dredging or filling of any waterway/body?  Yes  No 

3. Will the project be located near a source of noise pollution, within the accident 
 potential zone of military or civil airport, near a major highway, railroad, chemical 
 storage tank, sanitary landfill site, area of potential landslide or unsuitable soil 
 conditions, nuclear waste dump, or any other such natural or manmade safety 
 hazard?  Yes  No 
 
4. Will the project adversely affect the air/water quality of the area?  Yes  No 
 
5. Are there any properties or districts within or adjacent to the project area listed on the 
 National Register of Historic Places?  (Date National Register checked)  Yes  No 
 
 Are there any other structures 50 years old or older within or adjacent to the 
 project area?  Yes  No 
 
 If yes, will any of these historic places be affected either physically or visually 
 by the project?  Yes  No 
 
 Will any grave sites or archeological sites be affected by the project?  Yes  No 
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6. Will any endangered plant or animal species (or its habitat) be affected by 
 the project?  Yes  No 
 
 
 
7. Will the project destroy or adversely affect any prime and unique farmlands?  Yes  No 
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